Patient stated that for the last three years he had occasionally noticed a swelling at the right side of the scrotum, which, however, never gave him any pain or discomfort, and always disappeared on his lying down.
On the afternoon of Saturday, the 3rd February, lie left his work as usual, went home to dinner, and was sitting quietly after dinner, when the swelling came down, much larger than usual, and accompanied with great pain.
The pain was so severe that a doctor was sent for at once, who attempted taxis, but unsuccessfully, and therefore sent him into the Infirmary. On From the history of the case I am inclined to think that it was the omentum that had been noticed occasionally during the last three years, and that the patient was mistaken in supposing that it disappeared entirely in the intervals, at least laterally, seeing it was adherent to the sac at different points, though these adhesions were not very dense. The adhesions of the omentum to itself in its twisted condition were very dense and intimate, and evidently of old standing.
3. A third interesting point was the freedom of the inguinal canal from constriction. I was able to pass the forefinger of my right hand freely into the inguinal canal and on into the abdomen. It seemed remarkable to me, at the time of the operation, that the bowel would not return within the abdomen, though there was no constriction at any part of the sac or in any of the structures outside.
Of course, the condition of the omentum and the relation of the bowel to it explained this. 
